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[Abstract]

A Study on the Constitutional Change of Government Structure

Lim, Jong-Hoon

This study elaborates how the current Korean Constitution should be amended
in the field of government structure.

The bottom line to keep in mind in examining which system i1s the most
suitable for the Republic of Korea is to take into consideration the constitutional and
political experience we Koreans have.

[ suggest that the current presidential system would offer the best hope for
stable government and democratic continuity in Korea. Changing into the
parliamentary cabinet system would be a political experiment the result of which no
one can be sure of. The single term of five years for the presidential office should
be amended to allow two terms of four years. A presidential candidate should attain
a majority of votes to be elected the President. If no one attained a majority, the
top two candidates would be put into a runoff. It would be better to have a vice
president instead of a  prime minister which 1s not well compatible with the
presidential system.

The immunity and privilege clause for the members of the National Assembly
might be amended so that the clause could not be misused. The regular
parliamentary inspection of state affairs could be abolished on condition that the
National Assembly facilitates its investigation of a specific matter of state affairs
when it deems necessary and that the auditing function of the Board of Audit and
Inspection is transferred to the National Assembly. Adding another chamber to the
National Assembly, thus adopting a bicameral national legislature should be delayed
until the unification of South and North Korea in the future.

Doubts about the capacity of elected representatives to address social problems,
as well as fears that the National Assembly has often been captured by special
interests and subject to corruption, led some scholars to propose to return the
decision—making power to the populace. The initiative, referendum and recall are
three major methods for direct democracy. As it was not until the last decade that
the representative democracy began to function properly in Korea, it would be better
to wait and see how it will work rather than adopting direct democracy methods.

<Key Words>
Presidentialism, Parliamentary Cabinet System, Presidential Runoff,

Government Structure, Direct Democracy
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